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spread the rumour of a secret love, mentioning
quite without proof the name of the Duchesse de
Bourbon. He met her at the home of his grand-
uncle, the Comte de Toulouse, whom he often
visited at the Chateau de Rambouillet. In these
parts a pleasant atmosphere of youth and liberty
held sway, and when he went back there he took
a delight in forgetting the strict conventions and
the behaviour demanded at Versailles.

A swarm of bewitching beauties hovered round
the Comte and Comtesse de Toulouse; as well as
Marie-Anne de Bourbon-Conde there were the
five Nesle sisters, rivals in grace, and in all the
beauty of their first youth; the eldest was married
to the Comte de Mailly, the second to the Comte
de Vintimille, the other three to the Marquis de
Flavacourt, the Due de Brancas-Lauraguais and
the Marquis de la Tournelle.

Louis XV acquired new habits, sat long at table
with a gay company, frequently drained his cup
of champagne, intoxicated himself with new sen-
sations, and returned to his apartments very late.
Balls and parties began to have more of a hold
on him, and the sight of a pretty woman to move
him. He was too young to resist completely the
first fervours of happiness and of passion; no stone
was left unturned to lead him from the narrow
way; and no-one could have remained insensible
to the charms displayed before him.

The Duchesse de Boufflars, lady-in-waiting to
the Queen, Mile de Charolais, Mile de Beaujolais,
Mme Portail the president's wife, Mme d'Ancezune,